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 Thank you to Bernie Conradi 
for conducting the meetings, 
presenting a program and an-
swering questions. 

Bernie Conradi 

  

 7 p.m. 

*MEETINGS* 
Tuesday January 11, 2018 

Tuesday February 8, 2018  

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 

 1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy       

Shreveport, Louisiana  

Meetings 2nd Thursday of each month 

Volume 20 No 1        Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group Newsletter                    January 2018 

 

November Meeting .......................1 

December Christmas Party ..........1 

January Program .........................4 

Club Information .........................2 

Thank You ....................................2 

Quick Tip......................................2 

President’s Page ...........................2 

Can You Beat The Bots? ..............3  

Door Prize Winners  .....................4 

URLs .............................................4   

Did You Know? ............................4 

November  Meeting 
 

We will be starting 2018 with our  

January 11 meeting. Bernie Con-

radi will begin the meeting with a 

report on the latest updates and 

ask if anyone has questions or 

computer problems they  would 

like answers to. He will then pre-

sent a program to share informa-

tion and tips covering some of the 

functions of  Microsoft Windows. 

Tip sheets will be passed out to 

everyone at the meeting. All 

members present, whose dues are 

current, are eligible to enter the 

drawing for a door prize.  It is 

time to renew memberships for 

those who have not already done 

so. You can check with J C Bar-

nett to see if you have paid for 

2018. Renewal fees are $12.00 

and new memberships are also 

$12.00 in January. Spouses and 

qualified student memberships 

are $6.00. If paying by cash 

please try to have the correct 

amount or make checks payable 

to Caddo-Bossier Windows User 

Group. 

November Meeting 

January Program 

Our last general meeting was in Novem-
ber. For December the current members 
attended an informal Christmas party ca-
tered by Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q. This was a 

thank you for their continued support. 
There was not a program, just an opportu-
nity to visit with each other and enjoy 
some good Bar-B-Q. 

Our December Christmas Party 

Our November meeting was on Thursday 
the 9th. Bernie Conradi followed the gen-
eral procedures for our meetings telling 
about the latest updates, asked if anyone 

had questions or computer problems and 
presented a program on some of the aspects 
of  Microsoft Windows. He had a tip sheets 
that was passed out at the meeting.  



 

   

                   
 THE WINDOW                                            January 2018                        Page 2 

THE WINDOW 
 

Published by  
Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group 

Member of APCUG 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Glenda Conradi  (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
           Posts Newsletter To Web 
Jay Graff           (graff69@bellsouth.net) 
 
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or 
Word file (doc) format, by last day of 
month to glenda@conradi.com. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editors or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by the 
editor, publisher or organization. 
 
The Caddo-Bossier Windows  User 
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit 
club established February 13, 1997 
 
Membership Dues. 
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly) 
Spouse: $6.00 a year 
Student: $6.00 a year.  
 
Annual Board Meetings in November 
Elections in December 
Membership Renewals Due in January 

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreve-
port-Barksdale Hwy for letting our 
group hold our monthly meetings in a 
private dining room in  their restau-
rant. 
 
BancorpSouth for providing us with 
a checking account at no charge. 

C-B WUG’s Web Address 

www.cbwug.com 

~Thank You~ 
   We want to express our gratitude to:  

Club Officers 
President            Bernie Conradi  
 (Bernie@conradi.com) 
 
Vice-President      Fred Kocher 
              (fred3861p@att.net) 
 
Secretary               Glenda Conradi 
 (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
Treasurer                J C Barnett 
(jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net) 

   
 

Board Member at Large 
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net) 

~A QUICK TIP~ 

There are a few ways to go about chang-
ing the size of desktop and File Explorer 
icons. The simplest way to change the 
icon size is to hold down the Ctrl key and 
scroll up or down with your mouse scroll 
wheel to get the size you want. It’s worth 

noting that this trick works with previous 
versions of Windows, too. You can also 
right-click an empty area of the desktop 
and go to View and switch between small, 
medium, or large icon size on the context 

menu. 

 After the usual announcements we started the meeting with the questions of 

how many of our members have updated to the latest Windows 10 Fall Creators 

Update.  We had four in attendance that had upgraded.  I was hoping for many 

more.  We did have a lengthy discussion about this upgrade, with what to do to 

get the upgrade and how long it would take to upgrade the computer.  I showed 

how to go to the Microsoft web site to get the Media Creator to upgrade if you do 

not want to wait for Windows update to supply it for you. I also told about the 

upcoming Mozilla Firefox Quantum and is going to be released in the next couple 

of weeks.  This browser is supposed to be much faster than the current Firefox 

edition.  I also reminded all that the change to upgrade the Windows operating 

system to Windows 10 free of charge will end 31 December 2017.  The free up-

grade will go away then.  The program consisted of warnings of some viruses and 

malware that have appeared in the last month.  I also demonstrated some of the 

new features that I have been using in the Fall Creators update.  These consisted 

of the new People icon that appears on the Taskbar and the changes to the Win-

dows Defender in the Settings/Update and Security/Windows Defender tab.  I 

recommend everyone look at this new feature, as it will help keep intruders from 

installing software without approval. We also talked about the Storage function 

and how to clean the computer of unnecessary files. 

The door prize winners for this month were Joe Blasé selecting the ream of paper 

and Bobby Clark selected the can of compressed air.  Congratulations to our win-

ners. 

The CBWUG Board had the annual meeting prior to the general meeting and all 

board members agreed to run again for the coming year.  The election for the 

2018 will be held at the start of the December meeting. The board determined that 

the Group is meeting the goal of educating our membership   

The next meeting will be January 11, 2018.  Look forward to seeing you there. 

I would like to ask you if anyone has something you would like to hear about just 

send me an email and I will try to research the item, so I can present it at a later 

meeting.  I am open to suggestions about what to present at future Windows meet-

ings. 

Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group 

President’s Page 

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group November Meeting  

Change Icon Size in Windows 10 
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 By Kretchmar’s Korner—Can You Beat the Bots? By David Kretchmar, Computer Hardware Technician, Sun City Summerlin 

Computer Club, NV November 2017 issue, Gigabyte Gazette http://www.scscc.club tomburt89134 (at) cox.net 
 

Can You Beat the Bots? 

When tickets for a musical I wanted to see (Book 

of Mormon) went on sale at the Smith Center’s 

website, I immediately went on line to buy tick-

ets. I was surprised to learn that only a few scat-

tered seats remained, even though tickets had 

only been on sale for a few hours. Yet ticket 

scalpers had plenty of seats available - for double 

or triple their original selling price. 

 

When the play returned to the Smith Center last 

year I went on online the minute as soon as tick-

ets were available (12:00 A.M.) and I could score 

4 tickets for great seats (about 5th row center or-

chestra) at a reasonable price, but I noticed many 

good seats had already been sold. How could this 

be, I wondered? 

 

The answer is, of course, Bots; they are software 

robots that enter multiple orders, sometimes 

many thousands of times instantly, for scarce 

items. Often popular items such as show, and 

sporting event tickets, popular electronics, and 

hot children’s toys are the target of Bots. 

 

Since the dawn of the Internet, scalpers have 

been using shopping Bots to scoop up online 

ticket sales within seconds of their being offered. 

They then sell the tickets for huge markups. Of-

ten shoppers will place orders and tickets will 

disappear from their virtual shopping carts before 

they can check out. 

 

Congress acted to stop ticket scalping by passing 

the Better Online Ticket Sales Act of 2016 AKA 

the Bots Act of 2016, but the new regulations 

apply only to event tickets. The popular East Vil-

lage and then Broadway play Hamilton is cred-

ited with helping to precipitate the legislation. 

The Broadway show sold out more than a year in 

advance, and $200 face value tickets were going 

for $800, shutting out even members of Con-

gress. 

This holiday season Shopping Bots will again be 

used to snatch up hot toys and electronics as 

soon as they become available online. Then they 

will only be available on sites such as eBay, or 

maybe Craig’s list where they will be sold at in-

flated prices.  But if your grandchild just must 

have the latest incarnation of a certain toy 

(remember “Tickle Me Elmo” a few years ago), 

the outrageous price will often be paid rather 

than having to deal with a very disappointed kid. 

 

Many vendors have attempted to limit the power 

of shopping Bots with software programs, with 

limited success so far. Vendors identify Bots by 

their Internet 

IP address, but Bots have learned to disguise 

these. Bots can also pay in a variety of way to 

obscure the fact they are Bots. In this cat and 

mouse game of vendors vs. Bots the Bots have 

usually eventually been successful. 

 

Some vendors are having some success address-

ing the issue. Adidas, the sports shoe manufac-

turer, has initiated a new program called Con-

firmed. This App lets a buyer reserve and pay 

for shoes online, then pick them up in person at a 

retailer (you go brick and mortar!). You might 

have noticed some online sellers require poten-

tial buyers to put an item in their virtual shop-

ping cart before the price is revealed. This is par-

tially designed to prevent shopping Bots from 

zeroing in on a good price and blocking out re-

tail buyers. 

 

You can do some things to prevent Bots from 

stealing your successful on line buying experi-

ence. Learn what the suggested retail price of an 

item is before you shop, and don’t pay any more. 

The biggest way to defeat scalpers is to shop 

early. And good luck with that toy. 



 

Unchecky 
https://unchecky.com/ 
 (Free -  Windows -  Utilities/Tools from 
Reason Software: Keep your checkboxes 

clear. Unchecky aims to keep potentially 

unwanted programs out of your computer. 

Unchecky automatically unchecks unre-

lated offers during the installation process, 

both saving you mouse clicks and making 

it less likely to miss a checkbox of an un-

wanted offer.)  

Picking the Right Surge Protector  
https://www.lifewire.com/surge-protectors 
4145796utm_source=emailshare&utm_me
dium=social&utm_campaign=shareurlbutt
ons  
(Power surge protectors have features that 

are designed to keep electronic equipment 
safe. Know and understand which per-

formance ratings to look for.) 

How to Spot Fake Friend Request 

https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-spot-a-
fake-friend-request-2487747?
utm_campaign=computersl&utm_medium
=email&utm_source=cn_nl&utm_content
=11421519&utm_term= (Someone you do 

not know sends you a friend request. You 

search your memory but just can't seem to 

remember the person trying to add you as 

their friend. Are they for real or is this a 

fake friend request? .)  
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~Web Sites~ 

Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

November Door Prize Winners 

In November Joe Blase won a Package of Zerox Paper & Bobby Clark won a can of 

Compressed Air. Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in attendance and 

current with their dues, are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.  

                       Joe Blase & Bobby Clark 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

You can check to see if System Restore 
Point is enabled in your PC 

 

1. Open the Start menu, do a search 

for Create a restore point, and 
press Enter. 
 

2.    On System Protection, under Protec-
tions Settings, verify whether the 
setting is turned On or Off.|If it's 
the system protection is Off, select 
your PC system drive, and click the 

Configure button. 

3. Select the Turn on system protec-

tion option. 
 

4. Click Apply. 

December Christmas Party Door Prize Winners 

At our December Christmas Party for current members J C Barnett won a Package of 

Zerox Paper & Bob Franklin won a Lexar 32 GB Flash Drive.   

                       J C Barnett & Bob Franklin 


