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 At our August C-B WUG meet-
ing Bernie Conradi will expand on 
the advantages and capabilities of 
the new operating system Win-
dows 10. Since its release in late 
July many Windows users have 
taken advantage of the free update 
and installed the Windows 10 op-
erating system on their computer, 
and in some cases more than one 
computer. 
 Others are waiting until they 
know a little more about it and  if 
it will benefit them to make the 
switch from their current version 

of Windows, and if it will support 
the programs they are currently 
using. 
 Bernie has been working with 
the beta version, also known as 
“preview version” of Windows 10 
since its release a little less than a 
year ago. He has been using, test-
ing and exploring Windows 10 
and has been sharing information 
about it during that period.  At the 
meeting he will let you know what 
he thinks of Windows 10 and 
show you many of its features. He 
also has more information to share 
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THE WINDOW 
 

Published by  
Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group 

Member of APCUG 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Glenda Conradi  (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
           Posts Newsletter To Web 
Jay Graff            (jay@jayGraff.com) 
 
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or 
Word file (doc) format, by last day of 
month to glenda@conradi.com. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editors or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by the 
editor, publisher or organization. 
 
The Caddo-Bossier Windows  User 
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit 
club established February 13, 1997 
 
Membership Dues. 
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly) 
Spouse: $6.00 a year 
Student: $6.00 a year.  
 
Annual Board Meetings in November 
Elections in December 
Membership Renewals Due in January 

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreve-
port-Barksdale Hwy for letting our 
group hold  in a 
private dining room in  their restau-
rant. 
 
BancorpSouth for providing us with 
a checking account at no charge. 

C-B WUG’s Web Address 

www.cbwug.com 

~Thank You~ 

Club Officers 
President            Bernie Conradi  
 (Bernie@conradi.com) 

Secretary               Glenda Conradi 
 (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
Treasurer                J C Barnett 
(jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net) 

   
 

Board Member at Large 
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net) 

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group July Meeting  

President’s Page 

The meeting this month was an informational program about how 
to get ready for Windows 10, which will arrive on July 29, 2015.  
We covered how to sign up for the new operating system. The lit-
tle white Microsoft icon in the systems tray tells you that you can 
reserve Windows 10.   
 
We show how you can check your computer to see if it is compat-
ible with Windows 10 and how you can cancel your reservation if 
you decide you do not want to get Windows 10.  You do this by 
clicking on the three lines in the upper left corner of the reserva-
tion window that comes up and then clicking on check my PC.   
 
I then started the Windows 10 Preview and demonstrated some of 
the features that I like and how I think it is much easier to use.  
The first feature I showed was the new Settings button.  The Set-
tings take you to all the features that you can configure to your 
liking, like the background, devices, Windows update and others.  
I then demonstrated the new Edge browser and how you get to the 
menus.  We then looked at the Windows Media Player and the 
ability to burn a CD/DVD.  I was asked to how the File Explorer.  
We also saw how you can sort the All Apps by the alphabet to 
find a program or app you like.  I tried to show all features that 
members asked to see.  
 
The door prize winners this month were Bob Franklin selecting 
the wireless mouse and Wayne Grambling selecting the USB 
card, to install in a computer, which was donated by Julious 
Windham.  Congratulations to our winners! 
 
Remember the next meeting will be August 13, 2015, at 7:00 PM 
at Podnuh’s BBQ.  Hope see you there.   
 
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.  
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Computing…Yesterday and Today-By Phil Sorrentino 

 

Member of The Computer Club, Florida http://scccomputerclub.org, Philsorr.wordpress.com, philsorr (at) yahoo.com 

 
 Yesterday, circa 1965, computing was mostly pro-
gramming to solve simple problems, to do simple ac-
counting like running a payroll, to match items from a 
list, and maybe even to print results on multi-colored, 
fan-fold, wide computer paper. (I bet some of you even 
remember that kind of computer output.)  In fact in 
those days, you never even saw the computer because it 
was enshrined in a temperature and humidity controlled 
room or rooms with a flooring system that allowed 
many, many heavy cables to be run beneath the com-
puters, so they could go the shortest distance between 
the massive computer cabinets. 
 
Computing in the 70s, 80s, (and maybe part way into 
the 90s), was still running special software on comput-
ers and printing the results. During this time, thanks to 
integrated circuits, computers got a lot smaller, and 
some even moved from the cavernous computer room 
to the smaller computer lab, where it only took up the 
space of one desk or so. Anyone remember the Digital 
Equipment PDP-8?   And, during this time, we did start 
to use the computer for many office tasks like word 
processing (Word and Word Perfect) and data analysis 
(Excel and 1-2-3). If you are relatively new to compu-
ting, you probably are not aware of this, but the first 
personal computer that showed up in 1975, the MITS 
Altair 8080, was available as a kit for $395, (soldering 
iron and tools not included). No keyboard or monitor, 
input was done by setting a bank of switches and output 
was just a bank of lights. This was the humble begin-
ning of a major change in computing. 
 
Soon after this, Apple released the Apple 2, which was 
a major improvement in the way data got into and out 
of the computer. It had a keyboard for input and the 
output was displayed on a TV monitor. During this pe-
riod, the early 80s, there were many start-up computer 
companies. If you leafed through a computer magazine 
(like PC Magazine) in 1980 you may have seen almost 
100 different manufacturers of incompatible computers 
advertised. Radio Shack was even a player with its TRS
-80 computer system. (Does anyone have or remember 
the Atari or Osborne or Commodore computers?)  Fi-
nally, in 1981, the IBM-PC arrived and from then on it 
has been the platform of choice for computing, (at least 
from these computers-in-use statistics). 
The original IBM-PC was an 8-bit computer, although 
it did have a 16-bit bus. (Anyone remember the Intel 
8088 microprocessor chip?). During this period, Apple 
also released some very successful computers such as 
the Apple 2e, and finally the Apple Mac. (The Apple 

Lisa didn’t fare too well, even with its forward looking 
Graphical User Interface, which, as it turns out, is a fore-
runner of our modern Windows User Interface). How is 
that for digital computer nostalgia? 
Today, things are a little different in what we wish to ac-
complish with, and in what we expect from, our comput-
ers. Today, we still expect to accomplish problem solv-
ing, but we also expect to communicate the results to, and 
collaborate with, others nearby, and halfway around the 
globe. Over the last few decades, our computers have 
gone in several directions and morphed into several 
“computing devices” such as desktops, laptops, tablets, 
and smartphones. Today our computing devices have be-
come the focal point of our virtual digital existence and 
provide, for us, both computing and communications ca-
pabilities. These communications capabilities are now an 
integral part of our computing devices. Where would we 
be without smartphones, Wi-Fi, cell towers, and Star-
bucks? 
So what is computing, today?  Well, computing today is 
multi-faceted and quite ingrained in our daily lives. Much 
of it revolves around the home as well as the office. In the 
office we still use the computer to solve simple and com-
plex problems like organizing a small business’s finances, 
or tracking the latest hurricanes across the globe. The re-
sults, however, are typically provided as softcopy output 
on a flat panel, touch sensitive display, and only some-
times as hardcopy printouts. But, we also expect to com-
municate with other workers, and sometimes the public, 
using our computer. Office networks, Wi-Fi, the Internet 
and Social Networking Apps allow us to communicate 
with others across the hall and across the globe. At home 
we communicate with others, mostly by email, but very 
often by texting, (especially if we are trying to keep in 
contact with grandchildren), or video conferencing, aka 
Skype or Face Time.  
 
Our home computer is the repository and focal point for 
all our digital information: documents, pictures, and vide-
os. Documents that we create or collect are stored on the 
home computer for easy access, and long term storage. 
Pictures that we take with our digital cameras, 
smartphones, tablets, and scanners are all centrally 
housed on the home computer. At least, that is one way of 
keeping track of the large number of pictures we take us-
ing multiple devices. (When was the last time you moved 
your pictures from your smartphone to the computer?  No 
excuses now.)  Videos that we create or acquire are also 
housed on the home computer. Where else would you be 
able to store a bunch of 2 to 3 Gigabyte files?  We com-
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PC World  

pcworld@nl.pcworld.com  
(This site has a lot of information and 

tips. For example: *Did you upgrade to 

Windows 10 and regret it? You can go 

back to your older operating system in 

a few clicks. *Here's how to customize 

all the things in Windows 10's taskbar.  

*How to customize Windows 10's Start 

Menu  *How to disable Windows 10 

File Explorer's new Quick Access view. 

The Windows 10 File Explorer's new 

Quick Access view can be handy in-

deed, but here's how to disable it and 

bring back the This PC view if you're 

so inclined. *How to customize Win-

dows 10's Action Center. Here's how to 

tweak exactly which notifications and 

quick access settings appear in Win-

dows 10's new Action Center.  

*How to customize the left side of the 

Windows 10 Start menu. Hate those 

"Most used" and "Recently added" sections 

of the Windows 10 Start menu? Here's 

how to get rid of them and add items 

that are actually useful. 

Supreme Court 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/ 
(This site has a lot of information on 

what is happening in the Suprem Court. 

You can rerad about Recent Decisions, 

Recent Arguments, what is new, mem-

bers and officers of the Supreme Court 

and much more. Interesting site.) 

~Web Sites~ 
Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

     A couple of Tips to Make Your Android Phone Run Faster, Longer 
                                                   By Ryan Whitwam  

Get Updates 
 Which updates? All the updates. If 
you don’t have automatic updates acti-
vated in the Play Store, or you’re not 
connected to Wi-Fi very often, you 
should run through all the app updates 
available to you before taking more 
drastic measures. It’s possible some 
app or other had a bad update and is 
causing mischief in the background. 
Getting the newest version might solve 
your problems in mere minutes. 
 You should also check for system 
updates in the About phone menu in 
Settings. You’ll likely get a notification 
when over-the-air updates are ready, 
but not all carriers keep pushing them 
after you dismiss the alert. If there’s an 
update available for your device, make 
sure you install it. You can probably 
find horror stories about OS updates if 
you look around, but these tales are in 
the extreme minority. Usually you’ll 
get security fixes and (importantly) 
performance improvements. Most de-
vice makers have their own home 

screen, but there are also various third
-party alternatives and Google’s own 
Now Launcher in the Play Store. One 
thing they all have in common is 
widget support. Widgets are great, 
except when you get a little carried 
away and they make the phone slug-
gish. 
 

Clean up your home screen 

 If you’re feeling a little too much 
lag, consider scaling back what’s run-
ning on the home screen. It might just 
be one or two widgets causing issues, 
so look for things that scroll or refresh 
often. Live wallpapers can also cause 
a device to suffer poor performance, 
so switch to a static one to see if that 
fixes anything. 
 

To see the three other tips go to:  
http://www.greenbot.com/
article/2956428/android/5-tips-to-
make-your-android-phone-run-

faster-longer.html#tk.nl_pwr 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

At the July meeting Wayne Gramling won an internal StarTech USB 2.0  
& Bob Franklin won a Microsoft wireless 4,000 mouse. 
All Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in attendance 
and current with their dues, are eligible to win door prizes at the month-
ly meetings.  

                    Wayne Gramling and Bob Franklin 

You can Use an old tablet to store 
and display photos instead of buy-
ing a new electronic album.  
You can still access the Internet 
through a wireless connection to 
your old cellphone or aged tablet. 
It may be slow, but if it works, 
why not continue to use it to scan 
news and email? (You will need a 
SIM card to do this with a 
smartphone.)  


